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                                       EAST CENTRAL UNIVERSITY
Application for Admission to the Bachelor of Social Work Program

 

 

Name: ___________________________________  Student ID# _________________________

 

Local address: _________________________________________________________________

 

Local phone number: _______________________   E-mail address:_______________________

 

List all colleges and universities attended (please include transcripts from all colleges/universities attended): ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Anticipated Minor: ______________________________________________________________

Expected Graduation Date: ________________________________________________________
 

Attach an essay of at least 800 words that addresses the following:  Note: Each of the four sections below must be addressed adequately in the essay; therefore, you may want to divide the essay into four sections with each section indicated by a heading so that you remember to address each, and so that the reader clearly sees where you are attempting to address each.

 

1. Why do you want to enter the professional undergraduate program in social work, and what experiences led you to think that the social work profession is an appropriate career goal for you? 

2. Discuss a major social problem that you are interested in.  You do not need to be an expert on the problem; however, remember that faculty in the Department of Social Work who are familiar with most social problems will read the essay.  You are not being asked to write a formal research paper on the problem; this is only a small section of an essay.  However, you will need to consult at least two (2) sources when writing about this social problem. Remember, you are required to cite the sources of the information or ideas within the paper and include a complete reference page at the end of the essay. 

3. Please identify and evaluate your personal qualifications for social work, including strengths and limitations as reflected in your beliefs about the nature of human beings; your concern about social problems; human rights; and the nature of your relationship with people.

4. Read the NASW Code of Ethic) and discuss it briefly in this section of the essay.  Your discussion should first address the Overview section of the Code and the Purpose section (What is the Code and what is its purpose in social work?).  Then select one (1) Ethical Principle or Ethical Standard, discuss it briefly and how you would apply it in your professional work as a social worker with clients.

You may also include any special circumstances that you would like the admissions committee to consider. The entire essay needs to be typed, double-spaced using Times New Roman, 12 point font and one inch margins.  
Do not put your name on the essay; attach the essay to this form.

 
I am requesting admission to the social work undergraduate program for the term ___________.
At this time I have:

_____ successfully been admitted to East Central University; 
_____ successfully completed approximately 45 hours of course work and have declared social work as my major;
_____ at least a 2.25 retention grade point average;
_____ successfully completed the following courses:

_____ General Biology

_____ Introduction to Psychology 

_____ Introduction to Sociology
_____ successfully completed the following courses with a grade of “C” or higher:

_____ English Composition I

_____ English Composition II

_____  SOWK 2273Introduction to Social Work and Social Welfare
_____ SOWK 2511 Field Work Studies in Social Work with a grade of “P” (pass)
Please answer the following questions.  Answering yes to any of the following questions may not exclude you from consideration for admission however, many agencies require a background check for internship and for employment. Disclosure of this information is important to planning with students and is required to ensure that we can find a field placement for you.

1.         YES         NO         Have you ever been convicted of a felony under any laws? 

2.         YES         NO         Are any felony charges pending against you? 
Here are other areas that are required for us to know and that might be on an agency background check:

3.       YES         NO          Are you now or in the past been treated for a mental
                                      health issue or substance abuse issue?
4.         YES         NO         Have you ever been denied admission to a social work 
                                       undergraduate program?
5.         YES         NO         Have you ever had a credential denied, revoked, or suspended? 

If you answered YES to any of the five questions above, 
please submit a letter explaining the circumstances and date of occurrence.
List employment and/or volunteer experiences relevant to social work: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
List any other experiences you consider of value for social work (travel, civic organizations, etc.)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

The Social Work Program faculty has the responsibility for evaluation Applications for Admission to the Social Work Program. Each student’s application is evaluated on academic criteria, evaluation by instructors who have had the student in class, evaluation of the narrative portion of the application and evaluation of personal qualities of the student. 

Full acceptance into the major requires the student to meet all of the admission standards, including a well-written and thoughtful essay. Essays must demonstrate the student’s critical thinking abilities; writing proficiency and skills; and the ability to present thoughts in depth and with clarity. All sections of the narrative must be completed in order for the application to be considered complete.

Conditional status into the major requires students to meet with the social work admissions committee for a formal interview for further assessment. At any time students fall below the standards for full acceptance in the program, conditional status in the program may be applied. At the time of admissions, a student may be granted conditional status for any of the following reasons: 
· a marginal GPA (overall or in required coursework for the major)
· academic difficulty in coursework within the social work major
· a poorly written essay (structural or content) 
·  lack of a grasp on social justice, generalist social work practice, and/or social work ethics and values
·  particular concerns observed by faculty that may inhibit successful completion of course and internship fieldwork
· a significant event or a consistent pattern that is in violation of the NASW Code of Ethics  or the University Student Code of Conduct.

Denial of admission is based upon failure of the student to meet any one or any combination of the requirements in the admissions standards. A student has the right to appeal an adverse decision concerning admissions. The procedure for appeal is outlined in the Social Work Program Handbook.
After a review of the application materials you will be notified in writing regarding your application status. The Social Work Faculty Committee will meet and review your admissions material in the semester you have submitted your material.  You must submit your material by December 1st in the Fall Semester, or May 1st of the Spring Semester.  The initial application packet is submitted to the professor in SOWK 2273 Introduction to Social Work. Subsequent submissions should be submitted to the Social Work Program Director. 
 Your signature also indicates that you have carefully read the Code of Ethics of the National Association of Social Workers and agree to abide by its principles.

 

Signature_____________________________________________   
Date_________________________________________________
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